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Minutes of the Meeting of the St. Marys Business Improvement Area (BIA) Board of Management held Thursday,June 7, 2007 at 6:00 PM 
at Damens Restaurant
Present: Hammond, Edney, Chmura, Strathdee, Luna


Regrets – Sharp, Aitcheson


Guests: Mikita

1. 
Call to order and confirmation of quorum and Chair’s remarks

Chair called the meeting to order at 6:40 PM

2.
Motion by Strathdee, seconded by Edney to approve the agenda as printed and additions

Additions: Town Clock, Banner installation by Kinsmen vs. Lang Brothers – Liability issue, EDC

Motion Carried.
3.
Minutes of previous meetings – motion by Luna, seconded by Hammond 
to approve the minutes of May 3,2007

Errors/Omissions: Luna made reference that she was present for that meeting. Chmura will correct the 

minutes to reflect that error.


Motion Carried

4.
Reports

4.1
Secretary/Treasurer


Chmura reported the current balance in the bank account is at $ 23,704.13 and made reference that 


there are committed dollars for the sign project, directional signs and the Trout Creek project still 


outstanding, totaling approximately $9,000. 

4.2
Town Council 


Luna had nothing to report from Council 

4.3 
DMA Report


no report available


4.4
DCRC Report 



e-mail received by Secretary Treasurer  from Gord Strathdee on June 6, 2007



details as follows:



Hi Bill,
 



By way of update, the DCRC budget has now been finalized for 2007, and funding for a number of our programs has been either 


reduced or eliminated.
 



That being said, we have funding available for the facade improvement grant program, the joint project on street signs and the joint 


project on directional signs.  I talked to Kevin this week and the new green/white 
street signs have been delivered and he is now 


working to schedule a crew to get them installed at 
the three main intersections.
 



Councillor Luna will be bringing designs for directional signs.  John Stevens did a series of designs which were discussed at our 


previous DCRC meeting.  Subsequently he revised them and we are quite pleased with the latest result.   Let me know what you think 

when you have had a chance to review them at your BIA meeting this week.   As soon as our two committees reach a consensus, we'll 

take the concept to Council and work to get them approved and ordered.  It would be nice to see them installed this summer as well, 

because we are really lacking in directional signs for visitors and tourists.
 



We do not have funds in our budget at this point to assist in the recycling receptacle project.  However, in a month or two, we will have 

a better idea of how much of the facade improvement grant budget has been utilized, and, if there appears to be a surplus, we'll be 


very interested in pursuing the idea with you at that time.
 



We have a Heritage St. Marys meeting scheduled for Saturday morning and I am planning to pursue the idea of interpretive signs to be 

placed along various walkways downtown.  We have a fascinating industrial and social heritage that should be celebrated.  We don't 

have funds in our budget for the project but I am taking the approach that perhaps we can work some sort of joint venture with 


Heritage, start slowly, and maybe do a couple of signs a year.


Cheers.


/gord strathdee


Chair/DCRC

4.5
Tourism (Heritage Festival)


Mikita reported her contract is up at the end of June for maternity leave and the Heritage Festival has 


been taken over by June Cunningham. She would also speak with Kelly Lynn Baird regarding attending 


future BIA meetings



There will be a Rotary sponsored beer tent at this year’s Festival snf there has been talk about “bringing 

history back in the Festival”.



Treasure Finds scheduled for August 11 and the Artisan’s Way which will be coordinated with the Farmers 

Market the weekend of August 8 - 12

5.
Business Arising from Previous Meetings

5.1
Parking Monitor – last year the BIA paid Linda Harris $ 600  and she did a very good job


Edney reported that Linda Harris is again able to do the parking monitor job 


Motion by Edney, seconded by Strathdee that the BIA pay Linda Harris the sum of $600 to again 



do the parking monitoring for 2007



Motion Carried. 


5.2 
BIA Constitution


Chmura reported that with all the other activities being completed we would defer the Constitution to 


the July and possibly August meetings

5.3
Downtown Banners


Strathdee reported that the new banners and hardware have arrived and that the Kinsmen Club would be 

putting them up as soon as possible



Discussion: Chmura reported that after discussions with Fraser Metcalfe that there should be a proper 


inventory taken of all banners on hand and that a schedule be given to the Kinsmen as to when banners 

are to be taken down



There was discussion as to liability insurance and confirmed that all service clubs have this in place.



Hammond offered the use of a stair ladder to the Kinsmen for the banner installations


5.4 
Trout Creek update



Chmura reported that he has been in contact with Tim Wolfe and Wolfe reported that he is still awaiting 

the plans from the Upper Thames Conservation Authority. He would get it to us as soon as he gets it.

6.
New Business

6.1
Town Workshop



Hammond reported the Town will be hosting the Downtown Committee Structure Workshop on Thursday 

June 14 at the Friendship Centre and the BIA requires 2 representatives and a general report be supplied 

to the facilitator – Allan Stewart of Human Synergetics


Chmura and Strathdee confirmed that they would represent the BIA and report back on the event at our 

next Board meeting


6.2
Recycling Units and Benches



Chmura reported on some options to recycling units for the downtown core. Further discussion will be 


necessary before the BIA makes a decision



An option for new downtown benches was also discussed such as using the same stone structure which is 

present at the Town Hall. Chmura would get more information for the next meeting


6.3
Town Clock – similar to Kincardine’s 


Discussion: Chmura reported with pictures of the look of the clock and approximate cost of $25,000



(note – there was a clock downtown back in the 1880’s ) discussed that this would be more of a joint 


venture with the Town, BIA, DCRC, Heritage, service clubs and private corporate/resident donations



Luna also suggested that any $ be put into the Andrews clock 


6.4
Economic Development Committee (EDC)


Edney reported that there has been some discussion of an adult store wishes to come to the downtown 


core and he required feedback from the BIA



Discussion: it was felt that the idea would not be a good one for downtown but could be for outside the 

core area


6.5
Edney also reported that he may be leaving the BIA in the fall due to business reponsibilities
7. 
Motion by Hammond, seconded by Strathdee to pay outstanding bills

Damens Restaurant for current meeting



Postal Box Invoice 



$ 199.28


Tavistock Nursery – Hanging Baskets 

$ 570.00 


Motion Carried

Next Meeting – July 5 at Damen’s Restaurant


Meeting adjournment 8:00 PM
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